ISMAIL THE  MAGNIFICENT

political agents before foreign courts, and finally he wanted
the title of Khedive to be accorded him.

The Porte at first refused, but Ismail determined to press
the matter, and threatened to withdraw his armies from
Candia if his demand was not complied with. Lord Stanley,
the English Foreign Secretary, transmitted the views of the
British Government to his ambassador at Constantinople. The
Government would not oppose any act of condescension which
the Sultan was spontaneously inclined to perform towards the
Viceroy. " The Porte, as a general rule," wrote Lord Stanley,
"would do well to meet the wishes of the Viceroy."1

In Egypt, Lord Stanley permitted his Agent to assure the
Viceroy " that he may reckon on the goodwill of Her Majesty's
Government for their not thwarting any dispositions on the
part of the Pone to meet His Highness's wishes/*2

In June 1867 the Porte, persuaded by Nubar's silvery
tongue, and still more by Ismail's munificence, conferred the
title of Khedive on Ismail, with power to conclude administra-
tive and commercial conventions, and to initiate laws and
regulations for the internal government of Egypt.

These concessions from the Porte were a great triumph for
Ismail, who now began to impress Europe even more than the
Sultan himself. Armed with concessions tantamount to com-
plete independence, Nubar hastened to congratulate his
master, who was paying personal visits to the courts of Europe
and was being accorded royal receptions everywhere. The
next year Ismail made another European tour, inviting
emperors and kings to be present at the inaugural ceremony
of the Suez Canal.

Nothing gave the Porte more offence or more cause for
umbrage and envy than this intentional insult. For Ismail,
without permission from the Sultan and without previous
consultation with him, invited the monarchs of Europe per-
sonally, and not through the medium of the Ottoman embas-
sies, as was the formal custom. The Khedive did not even take
the trouble to notify the Porte of the opening of the Canal
until after it had happened. Moreover, the Khedive was
taking illicit advantage of the firman of 1868 by contracting

1 Parliamentary Papers, Stanley to Lyons, si February 1867,
* Ibid., Stanley to Stanton, 15 AparS 1867.